[Overview of standardised diagnostic instruments of dementia].
The symptoms of dementia refer to a decline in intellectual abilities and to an impairment of general and instrumental activities of daily living (ADL). Beside cognitive decline and loss of ADL's the diagnosis of dementia requires the documentation of changes in social adaptation, psychopathology and behaviour. There are a large number of scales used in the assessment of the various manifestations of the disease. Some scales focus on a particular aspect of the symptomatology, others prefer a comprehensive approach in the detection of dementia symptoms. We present a list of assessment procedures and scales which seem appropriate to detect different aspects of dementia and which are widely accepted in the scientific community. We describe these scales in detail including their methodology and source of informations, psychometric properties regarding validity and reliability as well as time taken to complete the scales. Our synopsis may serve as an orientation mark in the selection of adequate instruments for the assessment of different symptom domains during the process of diagnosis, the observation of the course of dementia and the efficacy of treatment interventions.